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(57) ABSTRACT

An operating movement detection device, which detects a
shaking movement performed on an electronic device in a
first direction, includes an acquisition unit that acquires a first
acceleration value in the first direction and a second accelera-
tion value in a second direction different from the first direc-
tion, the first acceleration value and the second acceleration
value being sensed by an acceleration sensor, a calculation
unit that calculates a determination threshold based on the
second acceleration value acquired in a first determination
period, and a determination unit that determines whether or
not the shaking movement has been performed based on the
first acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period and the calculated determination threshold.

12 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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OPERATING MOVEMENT DETECTION
DEVICE, OPERATING MOVEMENT
DETECTION METHOD, AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
095901 filed on Apr. 19, 2012, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to an oper-
ating movement detection device, an operating movement
detection method, and a program.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, there has been a portable electronic device,
such as a mobile terminal, that includes an interface that
allows the electronic device to be operated by a user shaking
the body of the electronic device, that is, by performing a
shaking movement. Such an electronic device has a function
that detects the shaking movement.

For example, when the electronic device includes an accel-
eration sensor and the number of times an acceleration value
sensed by the acceleration sensor in a determination period
exceeds a certain threshold exceeds a certain number, it is
determined that the shaking movement has been performed.

For example, a technique is discussed. The technique uses,
as evaluation target values, values which are obtained by
taking both an acceleration value with respect to a first axis
along which the shaking movement is occurring and an accel-
eration value with respect to a second axis perpendicular to
the first axis as variables so as not to incorrectly detect the
case in which the electronic device is being shaken because a
user is walking with the electronic device in his or her bag as
a case in which the user is actively performing the shaking
movement (see, for example, Japanese Laid-Open Patent
Publication No. 2008-33526).

However, including the acceleration value in the second
axis direction, which basically is not an evaluation target, as
an evaluation target value may be more likely to cause incor-
rect detection when the acceleration value is high.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the invention, an operating
movement detection device, which detects a shaking move-
ment performed on an electronic device in a first direction,
includes an acquisition unit that acquires a first acceleration
value in the first direction and a second acceleration value in
a second direction different from the first direction, the first
acceleration value and the second acceleration value being
sensed by an acceleration sensor, a calculation unit that cal-
culates a determination threshold based on the second accel-
eration value acquired in a first determination period, and a
determination unit that determines whether or not the shaking
movement has been performed based on the first acceleration
value acquired in the first determination period and the cal-
culated determination threshold.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.
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It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention,
as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
mobile terminal that includes an operating movement detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the mobile terminal and an
example of setting of an X axis, a Y axis, and a 7Z axis
according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
operations of the operating movement detection device
according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 4 is a diagram that serves to explain the processing
operations of the operating movement detection device
according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 5 is a diagram that serves to explain the processing
operations of the operating movement detection device
according to Embodiment 1; and

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a hardware configuration of
the mobile terminal.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of an operating movement detection device,
an operating movement detection method, and a program
according to this application are described in detail below
with reference to the drawings. The operating movement
detection device, the operating movement detection method,
and the program that this application discloses are not limited
to the embodiments. In the embodiments, the same reference
symbols are given to elements that have similar functions, and
repeated explanation of the elements is omitted.

Embodiment 1

Configuration of Operating Movement Detection
Device

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
mobile terminal that includes an operating movement detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 1. FIG. 1 illustrates a
mobile terminal 10 that includes an operating movement
detection device 20. FIG. 2 illustrates the mobile terminal 10
and an example of setting of'an X axis, aY axis, and a Z axis.

In FIG. 1, the mobile terminal 10 includes an acceleration
sensor 11 and the operating movement detection device 20.
The operating movement detection device 20 includes an
acquisition unit 21, a determination period setting unit 22, a
threshold calculation unit 23, and a determination unit 24.

The acceleration sensor 11 includes a three-axis accelera-
tion sensor, senses the acceleration in each direction of the X
axis, the Y axis, and the Z axis, which cross one another at
approximately right angles, and outputs a value of the sensed
acceleration to the acquisition unit 21. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the Y axis and the X axis are set to extend in the longitudinal
direction and the lateral direction of the display face of the
mobile terminal 10, respectively, and the Z axis is set to
extend in a direction perpendicular to the display face. The
mobile terminal 10 is operated by a shaking movement,
which a user performs by shaking the mobile terminal 10 in
the X axis direction.

The acquisition unit 21 receives the acceleration value in
the direction of each axis from the acceleration sensor 11 and
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stores the received acceleration values. After that, the acqui-
sition unit 21 outputs the set of the acceleration values corre-
sponding to the determination period, which is indicated by
determination period information received from the determi-
nation period setting unit 22, to the threshold calculation unit
23 and the determination unit 24 for each axis. That is, the
acquisition unit 21 outputs an “acceleration variation curve”
of'each axis, which is acquired in the determination period, to
the threshold calculation unit 23 and the determination unit
24.

The determination period setting unit 22 sets the determi-
nation period and outputs the determination period informa-
tion that indicates the set determination period to the acqui-
sition unit 21. Specifically, the determination period setting
unit 22 receives information about a detection position, at
which a determination threshold is exceeded in a first deter-
mination period, from the threshold calculation unit 23, and
receives information indicating whether or not the shaking
movement is detected in the first determination period from
the determination unit 24. After that, the determination period
setting unit 22 sets a second determination period so that the
start position of the second determination period following
the first determination period in which no shaking movement
has been detected corresponds to the detection position at
which the determination threshold is first exceeded in the first
determination period.

Based on a threshold reference value Th, ., which is setin
advance, and the acceleration variation curve of the axis cor-
responding to a vibration direction that causes incorrect
detection, the threshold calculation unit 23 calculates the
determination threshold for determination of the shaking
movement. For example, the vibration direction that causes
incorrect detection may be the Z axis direction. The threshold
calculation unit 23 detects an acceleration maximum value
Zmax and an acceleration minimum value Zmin on the accel-
eration variation curve of the Z axis in the determination
period, and calculates a “Z-axis amplitude value” Az, which
is a difference between the detected maximum value Zmax
and the detected minimum value Zmin. After that, the thresh-
old calculation unit 23 calculates the determination threshold
by adjusting the threshold reference value Th,, ;. using the
value obtained by multiplying the Z-axis amplitude value Az
by a certain coefficient §. Specifically, the determination
threshold is calculated by adding the threshold reference
value Th, ;. and the value obtained by multiplying the Z-axis
amplitude value Az by the certain coefficient 3. The threshold
reference value Th,,, is a constant, which is set in advance,
and the coefficient f§ is a weighting coefficient determined in
view of characteristics of the mobile terminal 10 and the
acceleration sensor 11.

Based on the determination threshold calculated by the
threshold calculation unit 23 and the acceleration variation
curve of the axis corresponding to the shaking movement
direction, the determination unit 24 determines whether or
not the shaking movement has been performed. For example,
the shaking movement direction may be the X axis direction.
That is, the axis direction used for the calculation of the
determination threshold and the axis direction corresponding
to the shaking movement direction are different from each
other and are substantially at right angles to each other here.

Specifically, the determination unit 24 sets the determina-
tion threshold based on a “central acceleration” of the accel-
eration variation curve of the X axis in the determination
period, detects a position at which the value of the accelera-
tion variation curve exceeds the determination threshold, and
counts the number of times the determination threshold is
exceeded. After that, the determination unit 24 determines

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

that the shaking movement has been performed when the
number of times counted in the determination period is equal
to or more than a certain number. When the number of times
counted in the determination period is less than the certain
number of times, the determination unit 24 determines that no
shaking movement has been performed. The “central accel-
eration” may be an average value taken from a maximum
value Xmax and a minimum value Xmin of the acceleration
variation curve of the X axis in the determination period or
may be an average value taken from all of the acceleration
values of the acceleration variation curve of the X axis in the
determination period. In either case, a reference acceleration
is calculated by the determination unit 24. However, the
amount of processing performed by the determination unit 24
may be reduced by using the average value taken from the
maximum value and the minimum value as the “central accel-
eration” compared with the case of using the average value
taken from all of the acceleration values.

[Operations of Operating Movement Detection Device]

Operations of the operating movement detection device 20
configured as above are described below. FIG. 3 is a flowchart
illustrating an example of the processing operations of the
operating movement detection device 20 according to
Embodiment 1. FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 are diagrams that serve to
explain the processing operations of the operating movement
detection device 20 according to Embodiment 1.

The acquisition unit 21 sequentially receives the accelera-
tion values in the directions of the axes from the acceleration
sensor 11 and stores the received values (step S101).

The acquisition unit 21 determines whether or not the
determination period indicated by the determination period
information received from the determination period setting
unit 22 has passed (step S102). The determination is repeated
until the determination period has passed (step S102: No).

When it is determined that the set determination period has
passed (step S102: Yes), the acquisition unit 21 outputs the
acceleration variation curve of the Z axis in the determination
period to the threshold calculation unit 23, and outputs the
acceleration variation curve of the X axis in the determination
period to the determination unit 24.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the determination unit 24 detects
the maximum value Xmax and the minimum value Xmin of
the acceleration variation curve of the X axis in the determi-
nation period and calculates the average value of the detected
maximum value Xmax and the detected minimum value
Xmin, that is, the central acceleration (step S103).

As illustrated in FIG. 5, the threshold calculation unit 23
detects the maximum value Zmax and the minimum value
Zmin of the acceleration variation curve of the Z axis in the
determination period and calculates the Z-axis amplitude
value Az, which is a difference between the detected maxi-
mum value Zmax and the detected minimum value Zmin
(step S104).

The threshold calculation unit 23 calculates the determi-
nation threshold by adding the threshold reference value
Th, ., to the value obtained by multiplying the Z-axis ampli-
tude value Az by the certain coefficient [} (step S105). Spe-
cifically, an upper threshold Th,, and a lower threshold
Thy,,., are calculated using the following expressions:

Th,p,=Thp g+ Azx

T gorm=(ThpasistAZXP.

The determination unit 24 sets the determination threshold,
which is calculated in step S105, based on the central accel-
eration calculated in step S103, detects a position at which the
value ofthe acceleration variation curve exceeds the determi-
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nation threshold, and counts the number of times the deter-
mination threshold is exceeded (step S106). The position at
which a value of the acceleration variation curve exceeds the
determination threshold is a position at which the accelera-
tion variation curve extends beyond the range between the
upper threshold Th,,, and the lower threshold Th,,,,,.

The determination unit 24 determines whether or not the
number of times counted in the determination period is equal
to or more than a certain number (step S107).

When it is determined that the counted number is equal to
or more than the certain number (step S107: Yes), the deter-
mination unit 24 recognizes that the shaking movement has
been performed (step S108). After that, the determination unit
24 outputs a signal indicating that the shaking movement is
detected to a processing unit at another stage, which is not
illustrated. Thus, the process corresponding to the operation
that the shaking movement indicates is performed.

When it is determined that the counted number of times is
less than the certain number of times (step S107: No), the
determination unit 24 recognizes that the shaking movement
has not been performed (step S109). After that, the determi-
nation unit 24 outputs a signal indicating that no shaking
movement has been detected to the determination period set-
ting unit 22.

The determination period setting unit 22 sets the second
determination period so that the start position of the second
determination period following the first determination period
in which no shaking movement has been detected corre-
sponds to the detected position at which the determination
threshold is first exceeded in the first determination period
(step S110). The determination period information indicating
the second determination period is output to the acquisition
unit 21. After that, the flow returns to step S102 and it is
determined whether or not the second determination period
has passed.

As described above, according to the present embodiment,
the threshold calculation unit 23 in the operating movement
detection device 20 calculates the determination threshold
based on a group of the acceleration values in the Z axis
direction in the first determination period. After that, based on
the determination threshold calculated by the threshold cal-
culation unit 23 and a group of the acceleration values in the
X axis direction in the first determination period, the deter-
mination unit 24 determines whether or not the operating
movement has been performed.

Thus, in accordance with the acceleration value in the Z
axis direction that may cause incorrect detection irrelevant to
the operating movement, the threshold to be used for deter-
mining the operating movement based on the acceleration
value in the X axis direction may be calculated. That is, since
the acceleration value in the Z axis direction that may cause
the incorrect detection irrelevant to the operating movement
is excluded from the evaluation targets and the operating
movement is detected using the determination threshold set in
view of the acceleration value in the Z axis direction, the
possibility of incorrect detection may be reduced.

Specifically, the threshold calculation unit 23 calculates
the determination threshold by adding the result of multiply-
ing the difference between the maximum value and the mini-
mum value included in the group of the acceleration values in
the Z axis direction in the first determination period by the
certain coefficient 3 to the threshold reference value Th, ;..

Thus, since the determination threshold may be increased
as the acceleration value in the Z axis direction increases, the
possibility of incorrect detection may be reduced.

The determination period setting unit 22 causes the start
position of the second determination period following the first
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determination period to be at a position at which the accel-
eration value group in the X axis direction in the first deter-
mination period first exceeds the determination threshold.
That is, the first determination period and the second deter-
mination period following the first determination period over-
lap each other.

Thus, when the shaking movement is started at a midway
position in the first determination period and the shaking
movement fails to be detected in the first determination
period, the shaking movement in the first determination
period is not wasted but used in the second determination
period.

Another Embodiment

Although the start timing of the first determination period
is not mentioned in Embodiment 1, the start timing of the first
determination period is not limited to a particular timing and
may be, for example, a timing at which an application that
uses the detection result of the shaking movement is started or
a timing at which the mobile terminal 10 is started indepen-
dent of a particular application.

The mobile terminal 10 according to Embodiment 1 may
be implemented with a hardware configuration described
below.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the hardware configuration
of the mobile terminal 10. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the hard-
ware of the mobile terminal 10 may include the acceleration
sensor 11, a central processing unit (CPU) 10a, memory 105,
a radio frequency (RF) circuit 10¢ with an antenna, a display
104 such as a liquid crystal display (LCD), and a key input
device 10e. For example, the memory 106 may be random
access memory (RAM) such as synchronous dynamic RAM
(SDRAM), read only memory (ROM), or flash memory. Fur-
thermore, for example, the acquisition unit 21, the determi-
nation period setting unit 22, the threshold calculation unit
23, and the determination unit 24 may be an integrated circuit
such as the CPU 10aq.

In addition, each of the operations described in Embodi-
ment 1 may be performed by causing a computer to execute a
program prepared in advance. That is, the memory 105 may
store programs corresponding to the operations to be per-
formed by the acquisition unit 21, the determination period
setting unit 22, the threshold calculation unit 23, and the
determination unit 24, and the stored programs may function
as a process by being read by the CPU 10a.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in under-
standing the invention and the concepts contributed by the
inventor to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although the embodiments of the
present invention have been described in detail, it should be
understood that the various changes, substitutions, and alter-
ations could be made hereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An operating movement detection device that detects a
shaking movement performed on an electronic device in a
first direction, the operating movement detection device com-
prising:

an acquisition unit that acquires a first acceleration value in

the first direction and a second acceleration value in a
second direction different from the first direction, the
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first acceleration value and the second acceleration value
being sensed by an acceleration sensor;

a calculation unit that calculates a determination threshold
based on the second acceleration value acquired in a first
determination period; and

a determination unit that determines whether or not the
shaking movement has been performed based on the first
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period and the calculated determination threshold.

2. The operating movement detection device according to 10

claim 1, further comprising:

a determination period setting unit that when the determi-
nation unit determines that the shaking movement has
not been performed, causes a start position of a second
determination period to be at a position at which the first
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period first exceeds the determination threshold, the sec-
ond determination period being used to detect whether
or not the shaking movement has been performed fol-
lowing the first determination period.

3. The operating movement detection device according to

claim 1, wherein:

the calculation unit calculates the determination threshold
by adding a result of multiplying a difference between a
maximum value and a minimum value of the second
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period by a certain coefficient to a reference value; and

the determination unit sets the calculated determination
threshold based on an average value of a maximum value
and a minimum value of the first acceleration value
acquired in the first determination period.

4. An operating movement detection method for detecting

a shaking movement performed on an electronic device in a
first direction, the method comprising:

acquiring a first acceleration value in the first direction and
a second acceleration value in a second direction differ-
ent from the first direction, the first acceleration value
and the second acceleration value being sensed by an
acceleration sensor at a plurality of timings;

calculating a determination threshold based on the second
acceleration value acquired in a determination period;
and

determining whether or not the shaking movement has
been performed based on the first acceleration value
acquired in the determination period and the calculated
determination threshold.

5. A non-transitory storage medium storing a program that
causes an electronic device to execute an operating movement
detection process for detecting a shaking movement per-
formed onthe electronic device in a first direction, the process
comprising:

acquiring a first acceleration value in the first direction and
a second acceleration value in a second direction differ-
ent from the first direction, the first acceleration value
and the second acceleration value being sensed by an
acceleration sensor at a plurality of timings;

calculating a determination threshold based on the second
acceleration value acquired in a determination period;
and

determining whether or not the shaking movement has
been performed based on the first acceleration value
acquired in the determination period and the calculated
determination threshold.

6. The operating movement detection method according to

claim 4, further comprising:

when it is determined that the shaking movement has not
been performed, causing a start position of a second
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determination period to be at a position at which the first
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period first exceeds the determination threshold, the sec-
ond determination period being used to detect whether
or not the shaking movement has been performed fol-
lowing the first determination period.
7. The operating movement detection method according to
claim 4, wherein:
the calculating calculates the determination threshold by
adding a result of multiplying a difference between a
maximum value and a minimum value of the second
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period by a certain coefficient to a reference value; and

the determining sets the calculated determination threshold
based on an average value of a maximum value and a
minimum value of the first acceleration value acquired
in the first determination period.
8. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
5, wherein the process further includes:
when it is determined that the shaking movement has not
been performed, causing a start position of a second
determination period to be at a position at which the first
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period first exceeds the determination threshold, the sec-
ond determination period being used to detect whether
or not the shaking movement has been performed fol-
lowing the first determination period.
9. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
5, wherein
the calculating calculates the determination threshold by
adding a result of multiplying a difference between a
maximum value and a minimum value of the second
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period by a certain coefficient to a reference value; and

the determining sets the calculated determination threshold
based on an average value of a maximum value and a
minimum value of the first acceleration value acquired
in the first determination period.

10. An electronic device configured to detect a shaking
movement performed on the electronic device in a first direc-
tion, the electronic device comprising:

an acceleration sensor; and

a processor coupled to the acceleration sensor and config-

ured to:

acquire a first acceleration value in the first direction and a

second acceleration value in a second direction different
from the first direction, the first acceleration value and
the second acceleration value being sensed by the accel-
eration sensor,

calculate a determination threshold based on the second

acceleration value acquired in a first determination
period, and

determine whether or not the shaking movement has been

performed based on the first acceleration value acquired
in the first determination period and the calculated deter-
mination threshold.

11. The electronic device according to claim 10, wherein
the processor is configured to:

when it is determined that the shaking movement has not

been performed, cause a start position of a second deter-
mination period to be at a position at which the first
acceleration value acquired in the first determination
period first exceeds the determination threshold, the sec-
ond determination period being used to detect whether
or not the shaking movement has been performed fol-
lowing the first determination period.



US 9,304,143 B2
9

12. The electronic device according to claim 10, wherein
the processor is configured to:

calculate the determination threshold by adding a result of
multiplying a difference between a maximum value and
a minimum value of the second acceleration value 5
acquired in the first determination period by a certain
coefficient to a reference value, and

set the calculated determination threshold based on an
average value of a maximum value and a minimum value
of'the first acceleration value acquired in the first deter- 10
mination period.

#* #* #* #* #*

10



